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to his position on the verge of two ages, that while
consciously pressing toward the future he was uncon-
sciously influenced by the past. His Physics and Psy-
chology recall the first guesses of Thales and Dio-
genes of Apollonia. His conception of the "Anima"
and " Spiraculum," the assertion that all bodies are,
animated, that they abhor a solution of continuity, that
cream rises to the surface from the desire of homo-
geneous elements for each other, that there is a tendency
on the earth's surface for some tilings to go up and
others down, and, among the spheres, " affection " for a
forward or a backward course, with many of the pro-
fessedly universal axioms of the receptacle of theses
to which he gives the name of "Prime Philosophy/'
belong ratKer to the Lite-born heir of Democritus, or
the successor of Paracelsus, than to the forerunner of
Newton.

In Bacon, the Indian myth about the strength of the
dead warrior passing into his conqueror often seems re-
versed ; for lie inherited the mental diseases of those he
imagines himself to have slain. His mode of dividing
nature is more that of Aristotle than of Galileo. In the
act of arraigning the former he is nowhere more Aristo-
telian than when lie speaks of heat and cold, dense and
rare, light and heavy, natures and appetites, as if they
were absolute qualities, instead of terms as relative as
up and down, broad and narrow, straight and crooked.
Similarly, he separates things akin, unites things differ-
ent, and rushes without counting his steps to the "max-
ime genoralia" he deprecates. Apart from preconcep-
tions, he had, on his own last chosen, field^ none of the
practical talent or tact of the experimentalist, which, by